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[bookmark: _Hlk213091316]Lake Marion Restoration Project
Lake Marion is now reopened!
The lake has been excavated, the embankment has been replaced and the concrete spillway has been replaced with a step-pool system.  A new foot bridge was installed.  Construction clean-up is in progress.  Plantings are being done.  These improvements have restored Lake Marion and improved the condition of the park.  Details are available at https://severnriver.org/restoration-projects/lake-marion/

Deck the Halls contest will be held on December 18.  Prizes will be delivered on December 22.

Community Warmline – Crisis Response System
For Anne Arundel County residents in crisis.  Get assistance and resources within the community.  410-768-5522.  24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

CivicReady is the county's Emergency Management alert system for county residents.  It alerts the public of emergencies and disasters, safety measures to be taken, and information pertaining to government operations.  Go to https://www.aacounty.org/emergency-management/emergency-notifications to register.  You can register to receive emails, and you can download the Mobile App.

	Free Gun Locks at All Library Locations



	Free gun safety locks are available at all 15 open public library branches in Anne Arundel County. The program is led by the Department of Health’s Gun Violence Intervention Team (GVIT) in partnership with the Anne Arundel County Public Library (AACPL) system and is the first of its kind in the state.




[bookmark: _Hlk137390031]PCA Meetings – The PCA Board meetings are now taking place at the Severn Library.  Meeting schedule is listed on our website.  All residents are welcome.

Moving?
If you will be selling your home, please notify your realtor that our Resale Package is available on our website.
AACOPD Hiring
The Anne Arundel County Police are hiring Police Officers, 911 Dispatchers and Crossing Guards.  See this website for details and applications:
https://www.aacounty.org/departments/police-department/jobs/police-communications-op/

Please Lock Your Car Doors!
Police report that thieves will leave locked vehicles alone and look for an unlocked vehicle to steal from.  So, Please Lock Your Vehicles!  And if you are a victim of a Theft from Auto, please call 911.
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You can now claim Unclaimed Property through Maryland OneStop. We want every Marylander to check and see if there's money waiting for them. Spread the word and help fellow residents reunite with their lost funds quickly! Simply visit https://marylandtaxes.gov/unclaimed-property/ to see if you have unclaimed money. Let's make sure everyone gets what's rightfully theirs. 

Anne Arundel County Youth Corps
The Youth Corps is open to anyone under the age of 23 interested in engaging with county government and the community to make Anne Arundel County The Best Place - For All. To become a Youth Corps member, visit our Youth Engagement Opportunities page for more information.
www.aacounty.org/departments/county-executive/youth-engagement-opportunities/index.html?fbclid=IwAR3UjqjA1-kKRwXvndOSlpwBeNhT_Hfbwn1tRYF9daZ4CUgMKnUAJx83SeM

Disposal of Medication and Sharps
Do not flush prescription or over-the-counter drugs down the toilet or drain.  They may flow downstream to serve as sources for community drinking water supplies.  Medications and sharps can be properly disposed of at many drug stores or at the Anne Arundel County Western District Police Station at 8273 Telegraph Road in Odenton.  Bins are located in the lobby and open 24/7.


Debris in the Park
PLEASE - DO NOT DUMP ANY DEBRIS IN THE PARK!!!
That includes yard waste!
We have had several incidents in the past where homeowners dumped debris in the woods or in the park.  This is not a landfill.
The PCA is trying to keep it a pleasant place for all of us to enjoy.  It is a great asset to the community, a place of nature that should be kept clean.

Provinces Road Repairs
All county owned roads are subject to condition assessments (called road ratings) on a three-year cycle.  The county assesses about one third of the county's network each year, updating their road inventory database as they go along.  They typically do this during the winter months when construction slows down as the weather permits.  These assessments are performed by contracted individuals to quantify the severity and extent of several different deficiencies they observe on each roadway including curb/gutter and sidewalk where present.  A deduction is taken for each deficiency from a perfect score to obtain an overall "road rating."
These ratings, along with the component severity and extent values, serve as a starting point for the county to sift through their 7000+ individual roadway segments to identify candidate projects for pavement maintenance treatments.
All county-owned roads within the Provinces are included in this assessment effort.
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Pet Laws
We have received a number of complaints about stray cats and dogs in the neighborhood and them doing their business in other people's yards.
There is a pet leash law and an excrement law in Anne Arundel County.  Information is available at this site:
www.aacounty.org/departments/animal-control/animal-laws/index.html 
There are fines for not complying with these laws.
Please be neighborly.  Leash your pets and pick up after them.
Senior Call Check
The Maryland Dept. of Aging is offering this new program for seniors 65+.   They will make a daily call to check on residents home alone.  Call 1-866-50-CHECK to register or go to https://aging.maryland.gov/Pages/senior-call-check.aspx 


Security Patrol seeking new members
Our Provinces Security Patrol is looking for new members.  Several of our former members have retired and moved.  This is an effort that is rewarding for the volunteers, while adding to the security of our neighborhood, and it takes very little of your time.  You set your own schedule.
If you are interested in joining our Security Patrol or would like more information, please call our Provinces Security Patrol Coordinator, Moose Amos, at 410-551-0526 or email him at moosecindy@verizon.net

OpenArundel Website
The County Executive unveiled a new OpenArundel website.  His comments:
“During my campaign, I talked to people at every one of our community forums about how they wanted to have information, maps, and data in a more accessible form. Now, OpenArundel will be that source of information for everyone.  I can’t overstate the importance of this new web portal and the work our ArundelStat and IT teams have done. OpenArundel will empower our residents to engage effectively in government decision-making, and it will guide me and other county leaders in our service to residents.  I hope you enjoy our virtual ribbon cutting and be sure to check out our brief online demo of the website. This is a big deal for Anne Arundel County. Please check out all OpenArundel has to offer.” https://www.aacounty.org/openarundel
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211 Maryland
Every hour of every day, people need essential human services. They are looking for help finding affordable housing, food, employment training, utility payment assistance, services for their children or aging parents, and many other issues.
2-1-1 Maryland is a partnership of four agencies working together to provide simple access to health and human services information. 2-1-1 is an easy to remember telephone number that connects people with important community services. Our specially trained call specialists answer calls 24 hours a day, every day of the year.
The 2-1-1 database has information on nearly 5,000 agencies and programs across the state. Each week 2-1-1 Maryland handles thousands of calls from people in need, providing referrals to services and helping people problem-solve when the services they need are not available.
	House Numbers – IMPORTANT!
When you have lived at the same address for a number of years, you rarely pay any attention to your house numbers (address).
For Police Officers, EMS, and Fire that may be responding to your house in the event of an emergency, your house numbers are what they are looking for.
Make it a point, to LOOK at your numbers to see if:
- All of the numbers are still there
- They are large enough to be seen easily from the street
- Any landscape vegetation has grown over them limiting their visibility
If you can see them, so can our first responders! If not, our first responders may not be able to either. Thank you!

Mow your Lawn / Tag Your Vehicles
Reminder:  Anne Arundel County Code requires all homeowners/residents to:
· Keep their lawns mowed.
· Tag all vehicles on any property in the county, public or private.
Each year during the spring/summer season, the Department of Public Works receives over 1400 requests for enforcement of the Weeded Lot law.
Article 13, Title 6 of the Anne Arundel County Code states that a homeowner, occupant, or person in control of real property may not allow or maintain on their property a growth of weeds or grass that is 12 inches or higher.
To report a weeded lot, please call (410) 222-7582 and provide the address of the offender. We are available to take your call Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. You may also submit your request using the Contact DPW form. Please indicate your request as a weeded lot and include a physical address in the comment section. Questions regarding this legislation should be directed to the Bureau of Highways Administration at (410) 222-7321.
Once a call is received, an inspector is sent to investigate the request to verify that the property is in violation of County Code §13-6. If the property is found to be in violation, the inspector posts a copy of the violation letter, stating that the property needs to be cut in order to be in compliance with the notification requirements stated in County Code §13-1-103 . This is done to give the resident as much time as possible to comply with County code.  Within the next twenty-four business hours the same letter is mailed to the property owner via regular and certified mail.  A second certified letter is mailed three days later. The owner is given seven days to comply.  If the property is still not in compliance with the time provided, the County’s contractor will be sent to bring the property to compliance.  The property owner is then invoiced for the cost of cutting including an administrative fee and overhead cost.  The entire compliance process takes about three to four weeks. Not paying the invoice could result in a tax lien on the property. It can cost a property owner as much as $500 each time they fail to cut their property. Additionally, this violation of the County Code carries civil penalties up to $1,000.
  All vehicles (motor vehicles, boats, trailers) in Anne Arundel County must be registered and display current tags.
Junk or untagged vehicles on public roads should be reported to the Anne Arundel County Police at 410-222-8610.  They will be towed at the owner’s expense.
Untagged and Unregistered vehicles on private property should be reported to AA County Zoning  at www.aacounty.org/IP/ZoningEnforcement/index.cfm
Zoning enforcement is limited to private property. Property owners are cited for violations and required to clear their property of violations. Anne Arundel County does not routinely tow untagged vehicles on private property.
Prohibition. Except as provided otherwise by this article, land may not be used for the parking, storage, collection, accumulation, or abandonment of any inoperable, wrecked, partially dismantled, or destroyed vehicle or of any vehicle that does not display all information required by law, including a current registration plate and validation sticker.



	Neighbors App by Ring + Local Law Enforcement Initial Partnership Announcement
Key Talking Points:
●	The Anne Arundel County Police Department is excited to join the Neighbors app by Ring as a new way to provide real-time crime and safety information to our community.
●	Ring launched the Neighbors app in May of 2018 as a free way for community members and local law enforcement to share real-time local crime and safety information whether or not they own a Ring device. 
●	The Neighbors app network has millions of users across the nation and has already been instrumental in catching package thieves, stopping burglaries, and keeping neighborhoods safe.
●	Residents can text ‘ANNEARUNDEL’ to 555888 from their smartphone to download the Neighbors app for free on iOS and Android.  
●	Once downloaded, residents can join their digital neighborhood and use the app to: monitor neighborhood activity; share crime and safety-related videos, photos and text-based posts; and receive regional safety alerts from their neighbors, local law enforcement and the Ring team - all in real time. 
●	Through partnering with Neighbors by Ring, Anne Arundel County Police Department will be able to:
○	Send alerts to Neighbors about local crime and safety incidents in the area in real-time.
○	Request information about local crime and safety situations from Neighbors who opt-in to sharing for a particular request.
○	Work together with the local community to build trust and make neighborhoods safer.
●	Like other social media sharing platforms, our participation on the Neighbors app is not meant to replace 911.  If residents see a crime occur, they are encouraged to immediately report the incident through official department channels.
●	All tips shared via Neighbors are anonymous unless residents choose to identify themselves, as anonymous tips are an important tactic already used to solve crimes. 
●	This does not grant law enforcement access to cameras or user data.  Law enforcement can only view content posted by users to the Neighbors app or that they have decided to share with us directly in response to a specific request.	
●	You do not need to own a Ring device or any other home security system in order to download and use the Neighbors app.  Local residents are encouraged to download the free Neighbors app in order to keep up with real-time crime and safety updates and participate in the digital neighborhood watch straight from their smartphones. 
Maryland Homeowners' and Renters' Tax Credit
The Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation (SDAT) announced that Homeowners’ and Renters’ Tax Credit applications are now available. SDAT strongly recommends that Marylanders consider whether they may be eligible to receive a Homeowners’ or Renters’ Tax Credit and to submit an application before the deadline on September 3. These two tax credit programs alone saved Maryland taxpayers more than $65 million in 2018. In addition, SDAT will be launching an innovative new online tax credit application system in the coming months; which will expand filing options, drastically reduce application processing times, and improve the service provided to customers.
“Our Department is committed to helping Maryland’s hard-working taxpayers save money on their annual property tax bill and strongly encourages all residents to apply for the Homeowners’ and Renters’ Tax Credits,” said SDAT Director Michael Higgs. “We are also looking forward to imminently launching an innovative new online tax credit application system, which will make it faster and easier than ever before for Marylanders to apply for these important tax credits.”
The Homeowners’ Property Tax Credit Program provides tax relief for eligible homeowners by setting a limit on the amount of property taxes owed based on their income. Applications received and approved by May 1 will be included on the initial July tax bill. If a resident has already paid their property taxes and applies before September 3, any tax credit that the homeowner may be eligible for will be refunded by their county finance office. In FY18, 46,682 eligible homeowners received an average of $1,329 in tax relief.
The Renters’ Property Tax Credit Program similarly provides tax relief for eligible renters who pay high monthly rent relative to their total income. The majority of recipients of this credit are Marylanders aged 60 or older, but the program is also available to the 100% disabled and renters under age 60 with at least one dependent child. This credit is issued in the form of a direct check payment of up to $1,000 a year. In FY18, 7,351 eligible renters received an average of $424 in tax relief.
To determine whether you are eligible to receive a tax credit, you may visit the links above or call 410-767-4433 or 1-800-944-7403 (toll free within Maryland). To receive an application, please email sdat.taxcreditapp@maryland.gov or call 410-767-4238.  While completing your tax credit application, please read the instructions carefully, provide all required documentation, and review your application to ensure that all fields have been completed before submitting it to the Department.
Homeowners may also be eligible to receive a Homestead Tax Credit to limit taxable assessment increases on their principal residence. To determine eligibility, homeowners may complete a one-time application online, which is available to complete all year. Many counties and municipalities also offer additional residential tax credits, which provide additional tax relief. If a resident is approved to receive the state homeowners’ credit, they may automatically receive local supplemental homeowners’ credit for which they are eligible.
As a result of SDAT’s partnership with Benefits Data Trust (BDT), multi-lingual outreach specialists are readily available to assist individuals during the entire tax credit application process. BDT is a national non-profit committed to transforming how families and individuals in need access essential benefits and services in Maryland. To receive assistance while completing your tax credit application and to be connected to additional state, local, and community programs that are available to low-income individuals, please contact the Maryland Benefits Center.
In addition, SDAT has launched a new online tax credit application processing system. This innovative application system will allow customers to file their Homeowners', Renters', and Homestead Tax Credit applications entirely online. Not only will this new online system provide more convenient filing options to customers, but will also drastically reduce application processing times and improve customer service.
To ensure that eligible tax credit recipients submit their applications by the required deadline, SDAT strongly encourages all homeowners and renters in Maryland to sign up for our email distribution list to receive timely reminders and general news updates.

	


County Retired Veterans Tax Credit
	Retired veterans (age 65 or older) are entitled to a 15% Anne Arundel County property tax credit. The tax credit application and additional information about this tax credit for retired veterans is available on the Office of Finance page of the County's website. An application for the tax credit shall be filed on or before April 1, immediately before the taxable year for which the tax credit is sought. The link to the tax credit application, a copy of Bill 76-18 which established the tax credit, and additional information about the tax credit follows.  For information, go to:
https://www.aacounty.org/departments/finance/spotlight-text/index.html



	


2019 New Year's Eve shooting on Bastille Road
	There was a double shooting at a New Year's Eve party at 7814 Bastille Road.  The shooting happened at 1 a.m. on January 1, 2019.
If you have any information or tips related to the shooting from New Year's Eve or any prior incident involving the residence/occupants, please contact the tip line in one of the following ways:
Call Det. Pattana directly at 410-222-8763
Call the Investigations tip line at 410-222-4700
or give the tip to Metro Crime Stoppers ($10,000 Reward being offered). 
Police are asking for any party attendees with photos or videos to contact them.  They are also asking for any neighbors who might have video from a surveillance camera to contact them.
The incident occurred at 7814 Bastille Road under Case #18-700007.  You may remain anonymous.
See AACO Police Information Wanted Poster at  
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County Council Meetings
	Our County Council meetings are now available for viewing live via the County Web site.  Go to the main County page (aacounty.org), on the bottom left there is a "You Tube" box.  You have the option of clicking "View all videos" and "Watch ArundelTV live".
The meetings are held every 1st & 3rd Monday except for Holidays that fall on a Monday.  Then the meeting is held the next day (Tuesday).





Anne Arundel County 3-1-1 Customer Service Program
	Anne Arundel County 3-1-1 Customer Service Program.
Anne Arundel County has announced the launch of 3-1-1, a new initiative that will make customer service more efficient and responsive. Citizens can access the new system by simply dialing 3-1-1 for all municipal services. Operators are available from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. Please dial 9-1-1 for emergencies and medical assistance.
Citizens can also download the mobile app through the App Store (iPhone) and Google Play (Android). Only a simple signup process is required. Just hit the magnifying glass and search for “Arundel 311.”
The mobile platform, through the See-Click-Fix application, allows citizens to report a lost pet, a pothole, a missed trash collection and many other issues. Using your mobile device, you can take a picture, set a location, and receive updates on the response to your issue.



	Parking across sidewalks
The PCA has received complaints regarding residents parking their automobiles across the sidewalks.
Anne Arundel County Parking regulations 12-3-102 (b)(2) state it is illegal to stop, stand or park a vehicle on a sidewalk.  This violation will result in a $45.00 citation.
It is dangerous for pedestrians to have to walk in the street to get around vehicles parked across the sidewalks.  Please consider this when deciding where to park your vehicles.



Barking dogs complaints
	We sometimes receive complaints about barking dogs late at night or very early in the morning.   
The following excerpts are from Anne Arundel County Code pertaining to dogs:
Article 12 (Public Safety), TITLE 4.  ANIMAL CONTROL
§ 12-4-903.  Creating public nuisance or public nuisance condition prohibited.
   The owner of an animal may not permit the animal to be a public nuisance or to cause a public nuisance condition.  Please be aware of your barking dog and bring him in the house is he's barking.



AA County Alerts
		If interested, go online to sign up:
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	Register to Receive Alerts from AAC Emergency Notification System
One of the important components of being prepared is staying informed. Anne Arundel County in conjunction with the City of Annapolis has an Emergency Mass Notification System capable of reaching thousands of residences and businesses in a matter of minutes. A pre-recorded message with important information can be delivered to a live person, an answering machine or TTY/TDD device. 

The application, called CodeRED, is a geographical-based web application. County employees can access the system anywhere they have access to the Internet. Looking at a map of the county, staff can zoom to the area of interest and draw a polygon selecting the area to be called. 

The system uses phone numbers from Verizon’s database and matches it to county structure address data. Not every residence or business may be in the system, and thus Anne Arundel County government would like to encourage all residents and business to register on our Community Notification Enrollment page. 

Registrants can sign up to receive alerts via e-mail or on their cell phone including text messages. E-mail alerts may contain a picture if pertinent to the situation, e.g., missing person, crime suspect, etc. Citizens can opt-in to receive general notifications as well. In the past, county agencies have contacted communities to warn against a rash of break-ins in their area or for changes in trash pick-up. 

You will know the call is from us when your Caller ID displays: 

866-419-5000 or Emergency Comm for Emergency Notifications 
855-969-4636 or ECN Community for General Notifications 

If you would like to hear the last message delivered to your phone, simply dial the number back. 

Registration is confidential, free and only takes a few minutes. Feel free to contact the Office of Emergency Management at 410-222-0600 if you have any additional questions or concerns. For full details, view this message on the web.
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Replant Anne Arundel, the Watershed Stewards Academy’s newest initiative, is designed to help
restore Anne Arundel County’s forest canopy. Replant Anne Arundel will plant thousands of native
trees and shrubs in communities across the county. We rely on community leaders, Tree Troopers, to
help institute this program. Tree Troopers are trained to successfully organize tree plantings.

If you are interested in getting low-cost native trees and shrubs for your property, reply to your
community Tree Trooper or contact Alyssa Brummitt, WSA's Restoration Technician, with general
questions at cont-abrummitt@aacps.org.
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